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METHOD TO CONTROL A DRIVETRAIN OF
A VEHICLE

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY

The present invention relates, according to an aspect
thereof, to a method for controlling the engine temperature of
a vehicle, especially a utility vehicle, such as a heavy duty
vehicle or similar.

In order to obtain efficient working conditions in a vehicle
engine the engine is provided with a cooling system. Nor-
mally the engine uses heat exchanger with a coolant liquid
and an engine fan. The temperature of the cooling system is
depended on the workload of the engine, wherein to avoid too
high temperatures of the cooling fluid, the engine fan forces
an airflow over the heat exchanger. Today the activation and
control of the engine fan is controlled by a thermostat.

Especially in heavy utility vehicles the engine fan is a
major power consumer, and thereby has a significant influ-
ence on the fuel efficiency of the vehicle. There are methods
aiming to avoid a start of the engine fan. Said methods uses
the auxiliary systems of the vehicle to draw heat from the
engine during short periods, wherein an activation of an
engine fan is delayed or avoided. However, these methods
have the drawback that the purpose of said auxiliary systems
is not always needed or wanted, such as heating of the driver’s
cabin.

The present invention aims, according to an aspect thereof,
to solve the above mentioned problem and thereby suggest a
method for controlling a drivetrain in a more efficient way.

The present invention rests, according to an aspect thereof,
upon the finding, that an activation of an engine fan can be
avoided, if the drivetrain of the vehicle is controlled in such a
manner that the temperature of the engine and the cooling
system is kept below a predetermined threshold value, which
is dependent of an activation temperature of the engine fan.

Hence, the present invention, according to an aspect
thereof, provides a method to control a drivetrain of a vehicle,
especially a utility vehicle. The method is adapted for a driv-
etrain comprising an engine with a cooling system, said cool-
ing system comprises an engine fan, wherein the cooling
system and the drivetrain is controlled by an electronic con-
trol unit (ECU), and wherein said ECU having access to
topographic data of an upcoming route, wherein said method
comprises the steps of}

determining a topology of an upcoming route of the

vehicle,

estimating the load of the engine dependent of the topology

of the upcoming route,

estimating a temperature variation of the cooling system

during the upcoming route, and

controlling the drivetrain dependent on the estimated tem-

perature variation, such that an actual temperature of the

cooling system is kept below a temperature threshold

value during the upcoming route of the vehicle, and
wherein said temperature threshold value is dependent on a
temperature at which said fan is activated.

The advantage with this method is that it reduces the num-
ber of times the cooling fan has to be activated to provide
additional cooling and thereby reduce the energy needed to
cool the engine. Hence when a topology of an upcoming route
is determined, an estimation of the load of the engine during
the upcoming route can be performed through an algorithm,
considering the influencing factors, such as said topology of
the upcoming route and the specification of the drivetrain.
The ECU can get the information about the topology of the
upcoming route from any available source, i.e. a navigation
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system, a digital map or a database with route information.
The temperature variation can thereby also be estimated and
peak temperatures where the engine fan is activated can be
found. An amended drivetrain control strategy is thereby
implemented, which keeps the engine and cooling system
temperature below a temperature threshold value, at which
the engine fan is activated. Fuel is saved because an activation
of the high power consumer engine fan can be avoided
through the use of the inventive method. A total avoidance of
activation of the engine fan can probably not be reached for all
routes. However, the inventive method can be implemented as
far as possible. Itis possible to complete the method with limit
values for acceleration, vehicle speed, etc. which must not be
exceeded and/or under passed, wherein the inventive method
is implemented until the extent that one of the limit values is
reached.

The method is especially effective for utility vehicles,
which usually have high power engines and thereby also have
a bigger engine fan, to provide a sufficient airflow over the
heat exchanger.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The method according to an aspect of the invention is
adapted for a vehicle comprising a drivetrain with an engine
having a cooling system and an engine fan. The cooling
system and the drivetrain are controlled by an electronic
control unit (ECU) wherein the ECU has access to a naviga-
tion system with topographic data. ECUs controlling the
cooling system and the drivetrain are well known in the art.

The navigation system may be any kind of satellite-based
navigation system available for the operator of the vehicle or
as a black box system just used by the vehicle’s ECU. Even
though satellite-based navigation systems are the most com-
mon navigation systems, any other kind of navigation system
based on other techniques are also possible to use in the
inventive method.

The inventive method is based on the idea to control the
drivetrain dependent of a threshold value for activation of the
engine fan, whereby the aim is to keep the temperature of the
engine and/or the cooling system such that an activation of the
engine fan is avoided. This will reduce the fuel consumption
of the vehicle.

The first step of the inventive method comprises the deter-
mination of a topology of an upcoming route of the vehicle by
use of an onboard navigation system. The navigation system
can access route information from a map database comprising
commercial maps or a database comprising recorded road
information from previous drives along the route. Other
sources of information comprising topology information (i.e.
changes in elevation) about an upcoming route are just as
suitable.

Based on the topology of the upcoming route, the load of
the engine is estimated. Based on the estimated load of the
engine an estimation of the temperature variation of the cool-
ing system during the upcoming route is derived. Because all
the parameters of the drivetrain are known, such estimations
are easily made and are well known. Further, the method is
adapted to use all available data that influence the load of the
engine and is accessible for the ECU, for example, the vehicle
speed, vehicle acceleration and also vehicle mass, where
available.

The load and temperature estimations are preferably made
in portions, wherein the length of the portions is dependent of
the topology of the upcoming route. The portions is prefer-
ably sections of the upcoming route including relevant incli-
nations such as one or more hills, wherein it is beneficial to



US 9,096,215 B2

3

end a portion after a downhill slope, when the estimated
temperature of the engine and the cooling system is a pre-
defined value below a first threshold value.

If, the estimated temperature variation of the cooling sys-
tem at any point reaches a temperature above a first threshold
value, an alternative drivetrain control is calculated, which
keeps the temperature of the cooling system below said first
temperature threshold value. This alternative drivetrain con-
trol is then implemented.

Hence, the drivetrain is controlled dependent on the esti-
mated temperature variation, such that an actual temperature
of'the cooling system is kept below a first temperature thresh-
old value during the upcoming route of the vehicle.

How this is implemented is obviously dependent of the
upcoming topology. However, this may be achieved by
increasing the velocity of the vehicle on a stretch of flat or
downbhill route prior to an uphill slope. Using the increased
kinetic energy of the vehicle, the vehicle is able to climb said
uphill slope with a lower engine load and thereby without
having to increase the temperature of the engine above the
first temperature threshold value.

The first temperature threshold value is dependent on a
temperature of the cooling system and the engine at which
said fan is activated. However, by keeping the temperature of
the cooling system below this first temperature threshold
value, the vehicle is able to climb the slope without activating
the engine fan to keep the temperature of the cooling system
below said threshold value. Because the engine fan is a rela-
tive large energy consumer, fuel is saved due to the changed
drivetrain control.

In a further embodiment of the method the drivetrain is
controlled, such that an actual temperature gradient of the
cooling system is kept below a temperature gradient threshold
value during the upcoming route of the vehicle. Instead ofjust
looking at the temperature during a specific moment in time
the gradient of the temperature gradient is monitored in order
to prevent too high temperature rises after the first tempera-
ture threshold value has been exceeded. If the temperature
gradient is determined to be too steep the vehicle may have to
reduce the load of the engine during some parts of the upcom-
ing route, hence amend the control strategy of the drivetrain.

The temperature threshold value may be adjusted to a crest
temperature threshold value, which is greater than said pre-
determined temperature threshold value, if the topology of
the upcoming route is such, that the vehicle is approaching a
crest of a hill, which subsequent downhill slope is sufficient
too cool the cooling system below the predetermined tem-
perature threshold value. This is done to allow for a slightly
elevated temperature of the engine during brief moments
when the vehicle is passing the crest of a hill. By allowing the
actual temperature of the cooling system to temporarily
exceed the temperature threshold, the ECU can actively avoid
an activation of the fan and energy is saved. The higher crest
temperature threshold value is allowed, because an effective
cooling of the engine is enabled in the upcoming downhill
slope, as the load of the engine is reduced and the speed of the
vehicle still is increased due to the downhill slope, whereby
the air flow cooling the engine and the cooling system and the
flow rate of the cooling fluid in the cooling system is corre-
spondently maintained or increased.

In the method the estimation of the temperature variation of
the cooling system, may further be dependent on the actual
weather and wind conditions in a surrounding of the vehicle.
By using the actual temperature in the surrounding of the
vehicle in the prediction of the temperature variation of the
cooling system will result in more reliable prediction,
wherein the inventive method will be more accurate.
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The method may also be adapted to be used together with
a cruise control. By implementing the inventive method dur-
ing the use of a cruise control, the method can be performed
automatically. Also a set speed of the cruise control can be
limited or lowered in order to limit the load on the engine and
thereby the heat release. When using the method and a cruise
control is not activated, the ECU cannot control the drivetrain
to the same extent as if the cruise control is activated, however
it would be possible to limit the torque output of the engine,
the use of one or several gears in the transmission and forced
down or up shifting of the transmission.

To keep the temperature of the engine and the cooling
system below said temperature threshold value a torque limi-
tation of the engine can be set, wherein the torque of the
engine is limited. Further the fuel throttle of the engine can be
controlled such that the actual temperature of the cooling
system is kept below said temperature threshold value. A
further measurement to achieve the aim of the method is to
adapt a shift strategy of a transmission such that the actual
temperature of the engine and the cooling system is kept
below said temperature threshold value. All those measure-
ments (engine torque limitation, amended fuel throttle con-
trol and shift strategy adaptation) can be used individually or
combined with each other.

For example, when the actual temperature of the cooling
system is close to the predetermined temperature threshold
value, a downshift may be initiated. A downshift results in a
higher speed of the engine and thereby a higher flow of the
cooling fluid in the cooling system. Optionally, said down
shift may only be initiated if the topology of the upcoming
route indicates that the vehicle is or is soon to be in a downhill
slope. A downshift during a travel in a downhill slope results
in a higher speed of the engine compared to a travel with a
higher vehicle speed. The higher speed of the engine results in
a higher flow rate of the cooling fluid in the cooling system,
whereby the cooling of the engine becomes more efficient.
During driving in a downhill slope it may further be advan-
tageous to activate the engine fan, even though said first
threshold value has not been reached, this to decrease the
temperature of the engine further below the first temperature
threshold value.

Alternatively the method further comprises the step of
controlling the engine such, that the speed of the vehicle is
increased, during an approach of an uphill slope. By increas-
ing the speed of the vehicle before reaching the uphill slope,
the kinetic energy of the vehicle is increased, wherein the load
of the engine during the climb of the uphill slope can be
reduced, resulting in a decreased cooling need of the engine
through the cooling system.

The invention claimed is:

1. A method to control a drivetrain of a vehicle, especially
a utility vehicle, wherein the drivetrain comprises an engine
with a cooling system, the cooling system comprising an
engine fan, wherein the cooling system and the drivetrain is
controlled by an electronic control unit (ECU), and wherein
the ECU having access to topographic data of an upcoming
route, comprising

determining, a topology of an upcoming route of the

vehicle,

estimating the load of the engine dependent of the topology

of the upcoming route,

estimating a temperature variation of the cooling system

during the upcoming route, and

controlling the drivetrain dependent on the estimated tem-

perature variation, such that an actual temperature of the
cooling system is kept below a first temperature thresh-
old value during the upcoming route of the vehicle, and
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wherein the first temperature threshold value is dependent
on a temperature at which the engine fan is activated,
wherein the method further comprises at least one of the
steps of

controlling a fuel throttle of the engine, such that the actual

temperature of the cooling system is kept below the
temperature threshold value,

limiting the output torque of the engine, and

controlling a shift strategy of a transmission, such that the

actual temperature of the cooling system is kept below
the temperature threshold value.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the method
further comprises controlling the drivetrain, such that an
actual temperature gradient of the cooling system is kept
below a temperature gradient threshold value during the
upcoming route of the vehicle.

3. The method according to claim 2, wherein the tempera-
ture threshold value is adjusted to a crest temperature thresh-
old value, which is greater than the predetermined tempera-
ture threshold value, if the topology of the upcoming route is
such, that the vehicle is approaching a crest of a hill, which
subsequent downhill slope is sufficient to cool the cooling
system below the predetermined temperature threshold value.

10

15

20

6

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the estimation
of the temperature variation of the cooling system, further is
dependent on the actual weather and wind conditions in a
surrounding of the vehicle.

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein the method is
adapted to be used together with a cruise control.

6. The method according to claim 5, wherein the method
further comprises limiting or decreasing a set speed of the
cruise control.

7. The method according to claim 1, wherein when the
actual temperature of the cooling system is close to the pre-
determined temperature threshold value, the method further
comprising initiating a down shift.

8. The method according to claim 7, wherein the down shift
is only initiated if the topology of the upcoming route indi-
cates that the vehicle is in a downbhill slope.

9. The method according to claim 1, wherein the method
further comprises controlling the engine such, that the speed
of the vehicle is increased, during an approach of an uphill
slope, and the speed is used to allow an engine load to become
in total lower during a climb of the uphill slope.
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